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In 2019 a group of disabled students took to 
twitter to ask the question "Why do disabled 
students drop out?". This comes from a histor
of disabled college students asking for more 
support and an understanding of their 
experiences and culture. In this presentation I 
hope to give you tools to start to do this by 
understanding this history and helping you 
understand more about the disabled college 
student experience. 

Val Erwin is a PHD candidate in Higher 
Education at Bowling Green State University. 
She identifies as autistic, dyslexic, and 
someone with multiple mental illnesses. She 
has an assistantship as a research assistant 
focusing on disabled college students. She 
was formerly the program advisor at the 
Women & LGBT Center for Southern 
Methodist University in Dallas, Texas. Her 
dissertation focuses on how disabled sexual 
assault survivors experience university 
response after their assault. Her research in 
general focuses on how laws and government
policies focus on equity are enacted on 
college campuses, sexual assault on college 
campuses, and disability. She currently serves 
as an advisory board for DREAM (Disability 
Rights Education Activism and Mentorship) a 
national organization for disabled college 
students. 
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