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Nebraska ASD Network Composition





The Nebraska Department of Education, Special Populations Office, oversees the Nebraska ASD Network. Five ASD Regions have been established in order to serve regional needs. The State ASD Network Coordinator coordinates state and regional training. 





The Nebraska Department of Education also works collaboratively with representatives of the University of Nebraska System.  University professionals serve in an advisory capacity regarding curriculum development.


Nebraska ASD Network Goals  





The goals of the Nebraska ASD Network are to:





Build and enhance the capacity of Nebraska schools and families in supporting children across the spectrum of autism disorders





Offer training and technical assistance to Nebraska educators providing services to students across the autism spectrum from birth to age 21














Consultation


Upon request, the five regional ASD Network Coordinators, and/or regional team members, are available to provide training and technical assistance to local school districts in the areas of:


Assessment and verification of ASD


Program planning, including the identification and implementation of appropriate strategies and interventions  


** The ASD Network does not provide direct services to students with autism. Local school districts will assure that children with ASD have available a free appropriate public education which includes special education and related services to meet each child’s unique needs.


To request information and/or services from the Nebraska ASD Network, please contact your �HYPERLINK "http://www.nde.state.ne.us/autism/regionsindex.html"��ASD Regional Coordinator�.














  Autism Facts





The incidence of autism is increasing nationally





1 in 150 children is diagnosed with autism





Nebraska school verifications are no exception:





In 1997-98: 





240 children had a primary verification of autism 





In 2007-08: 


�1461 children had a primary verification of autism
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ASD Network Training and Technical Assistance:











Upcoming Workshops:





Pivotal Response Treatment


Location:  ESU #3, Omaha, NE


Date:  March 4, 2009


Presenter:  Teri McGill


�HYPERLINK "http://www.nde.state.ne.us/autism/documents/TeachingCommunicationforIndependence.pdf"��Teaching Communication Skills for Independence�


Location:  ESU #10, Kearney, NE


Date:  March 20, 2009


Presented by: Central Region ASD Team





Newsletter Date


Volume 1, Issue 1





Nebraska Autism Spectrum Disorders Network Newsletter, Spring 2009





 The Nebraska ASD Network is committed to providing up-to-date information and training based on current research about autism spectrum disorders. Workshops are scheduled throughout the state on a variety of subjects. Visit our site often to see what's new!


http://www.nde.state.ne.us/autism/
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Educating Children with ASD:


Building the Local Capacity of NE Schools


April 16th and 17th


Embassy Suites Conference Center, La Vista





The Nebraska ASD Network will be hosting their 6th annual conference at the Embassy Suites Conference Center in LaVista on April 16th and 17th, 2009.  The keynote speakers for the event include: Dr. Peter Gerhardt from the Organization for Autism Research, Dr. Susan Wilczynski from the National Standards Report, and Shawn Henry, author of the Comprehensive Autism Planning System. 





In addition to our keynote speakers and topics we have a large variety of breakout sessions on the following topics: 


*Successful Inclusion of Young Children with Autism in the Early Childhood Setting


* Learning through the senses--Sensory Integration and the Classroom


*ASD and Visual Impairments - Strategies with Jay and Marilyn Gense


* Pediatric Feeding Disorders – Dr. Cathleen Piazza


* Positive Approaches to Problem Behaviors


* The Relay Model--for Early Childhood Transitions


* Perspectives from a Parent and a Child with Asperger Syndrome


* Low Incidence Strand


...and So Much More





We have a special evening event planned with Parent and Author, Lisa Barrett Mann.  This event is co-sponsored by the Autism Society of America and is sure to be informative and touching.


�





Registration fees for the conference are:  


Family Member  $75  


Professional  $175


Student  $75


Out of State  $200 





For additional registration information please


visit our website at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.nde.state.ne.us/autism" ��www.nde.state.ne.us/autism�.





Professional - $175     


Professional/No evening meal - $150


Student - $75


        		Out of State Registration/Professional - $200





Family Member - $75 Professional - $175     


Professional/No evening meal - $150


Student - $75


        		Out of State Registration/Professional - $200





For additional registration information please


visit our website at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.nde.state.ne.us/autism" ��www.nde.state.ne.us/autism�.
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For additional registration information please


visit our website at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.nde.state.ne.us/autism" ��www.nde.state.ne.us/autism�.
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Workshops and Training Opportunities:











6th Annual ASD State Conference
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The STEPS program was designed to respond to feedback provided by administrators, educators and families across the state to increase our comprehensive training opportunities.  


STEPS provides training and mentored support to a small number of education professionals serving students on the autism spectrum.  A primary emphasis is placed on building teaming, collaboration and technical assistance skills that may be used in school settings.


Research on effective training shows these combined experiences to be the most effective method of increasing professional’s application of knowledge and practice.  


STEPS participants attend a series of workshops focused on effective practices for students with ASD, as well as receive follow-up site visits by a trained mentor who provide support as participants work on implementing selected strategies and techniques with their current students.  




















The District ASD Leadership Training is designed to provide school districts with guidance and expertise in developing and implementing comprehensive services to their students on the autism spectrum. 


This training provides leadership, time and resources for district-selected teams to develop action plans that will enable their district to make a greater impact on the education of students with an ASD


5 School districts will be selected to participate in the ASD DLLT each year through the application process.  


To be considered, districts need to demonstrate a desire to: improve their services to students with an ASD and dedicate time and personnel to the development of a comprehensive action plan. 





The Training will include 4 workshop dates as well as individually scheduled on-site visits over approximately a one-year period. School district teams will have 5 – 7 members, and MUST include an Administrator who is dedicated to full participation in the Leadership Training.









































ASD Network District Level Leadership Training








Strategies and Techniques for Effective Programs in Schools: Educating Children with Autism S.T.E.P.S.











One Size Doesn’t Fit All


Participants in the STEPS program can individualize action plans to meet their specific needs.











Past STEPS participants included Speech Language Pathologists, ECSE Teachers, School Psychologists, Resource Teachers, General Educators, and Occupational Therapists, and Administrators





“If a child cannot learn in the way we teach … we must teach in a way the child can learn.”
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ASD Network Regional Directors and Coordinators:








“A treatment method or an educational method that will work for one child may not work for another child…”





   Temple Grandin





NDE


Teresa Coonts, 


Education Specialist�Nebraska Dept. of Education�6949 South 110th St.�Omaha, NE  68128�Phone:  402.595.1810�� HYPERLINK "mailto:teresa.coonts@nde.ne.gov" ��teresa.coonts@nde.ne.gov�





State Coordinator


Annette Wragge


NETV, Suite 320


1800 N. 33rd St.


Lincoln, NE 68503


Office: 402-472-4194


Cell:  402-641-1279


� HYPERLINK "mailto:awragge2@unl.edu" \o "blocked::mailto:awragge2@unl.edu" ��awragge2@unl.edu�











Nebraska ASD Network  

















Western Region


Marg Dredla, Director





Vicki Rutter, Coordinator


ESU 13


4215 Avenue I


Scottsbluff, NE 69361-4902


Phone: 308/635-3696


vrutter@esu13.org





Northeast Region


Larianne Polk, Director





Sonja Ford, Coordinator


ESU 7


2657 44th Avenue


Columbus, NE 68601


Phone: 402/564-0815


� HYPERLINK "mailto:sford@esu7.org" ��sford@esu7.org�


Central Region


Alan Reigenborn, Director 





Dawna Sigurdson, Coordinator


ESU 10


76 Plaza Blvd, PO Box 850


Kearney, NE 68848-0850


308/237-5927


� HYPERLINK "mailto:dsigurds@esu10.org" ��dsigurds@esu10.org� 





Metro Region


Greg Gaden, Director





Teri McGill, Coordinator


ESU 3


6949 South 110th Street


Omaha, NE 68128-5722


Phone: 402/597-4934


tmcgill@esu3.org




















Southeast Region


Ellen Stokebrand, Director 





Melissa Trautman, Coordinator


ESU 6


210 S 5th Street


Milford, NE 68405


Phone: 402/761-3341�� HYPERLINK "https://pod51000.outlook.com/owa/redir.aspx?C=2c70925e99b042469f5944059602d0f8&URL=mailto%3amtrautman%40esu6.org" \t "_blank" �mtrautman@esu6.org��
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University of Nebraska-Lincoln


1800 North 33rd Street Lincoln, NE 68503
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